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Theme: Courage builds confidence 
 
Related Themes 
• Bullying | Rocks | Yosemite N.P. 

 
Summary 
Berto	  wants	  to	  be	  brave,	  but	  unlike	  the	  other	  black	  bears,	  he’s	  afraid	  
of	  heights!	  He	  stays	  in	  the	  valley	  collecting	  rocks	  and	  hiding	  from	  
Buck,	  a	  misguided	  bully.	  Buck	  torments	  Berto	  and	  attempts	  to	  destroy	  
his	  rock	  collection.	  After	  much	  anguish,	  Berto	  successfully	  confronts	  
the	  mean	  bear,	  and	  the	  two	  bears	  don’t	  meet	  again	  until	  Berto	  hears	  
Buck	  pleading	  for	  help.	  Determined	  to	  do	  what’s	  right,	  like	  his	  hero	  
John	  Muir,	  Berto	  tackles	  his	  cliff-‐climbing	  fear,	  and	  rescues	  Buck.	  
Berto	  realizes	  his	  dream	  and	  becomes	  a	  brave	  Yosemite	  bear.	  
 
Prior to Reading 
• Tell students that the story takes place in Yosemite, a famous 

American National Park in California.  Ask if students have 
visited Yosemite, and if so, to share their memories. 

 
• Show the map on pages 2-3, so students will be familiar with the 

story locations. Introduce the iconic landforms mentioned in the 
story: El Capitan, Yosemite Fall, North Dome, Half Dome, 
Glacier Point, Sentinel Rock, Nevada Fall, Merced River. 

 
• Directed Listening: Berto is afraid of heights, and he’s also afraid 

of a bully named Buck. While listening to the story, try to find out 
if Berto overcomes his fears? 

 
Discussion Questions 

RL.2.1 Why did Berto hide in his cave? 
(Buck hit him with a rock and he ran home to be safe.) 
 
RL.2.3 How did Berto respond when he returned home and found his 
rocks strewn about his cave? What would you have done? 
(He was upset and cried out in anger.) 
 
RL.2.5 Describe how the story began and ended. 
(It began with Berto in the valley feeling fearful and ended with him 
high above the valley feeling proud and confident) 
 
RL.2.2 What is the story’s message? 
(When we’re courageous and successful, we gain confidence.) 
 
Topics for the Reading Journal 
W.2.3 Like Berto, most people have fears. Describe one of your fears, 
and what you do to overcome it.  
 
W.2.3 Berto loves rocks and Yosemite Valley. Describe a favorite place, 
sport, or hobby that you love? Include details about what makes it 
special.  
 
W.2.3 Yosemite National Park has spectacular sights. Describe what 
you would like to see when you visit Yosemite.  
 
Writing Opinion Topic 
W.2.1 Berto confronted the bully in the story. What would you advise 
a friend to do if he or she had a bullying problem. Give a reason for 
each suggestion.  
 
Story Extensions 
• Sketch the Yosemite Valley and use watercolors to illustrate the 

soaring Valley cliffs. 
• Share rocks from personal collections and discuss attributes. 


